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Comments about the level of the lessons? 

The materials were varied and students were able to understand the lessons and to fully participate. I focused on 
the middle level and didn't use the easiest materials or the more difficult.  

Students participated well in the lessons. All of the students contributed to the discussions. They were both 
interested and enthusiastic about the topics presented. They demonstrated an understanding of the lessons.  

Good mix of ideas and levels of interest 

We had a mix of students, so, obviously it was a little hard for the beginners, but ok for most of them. 
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The level was appropriate in most lessons. I thought that some of the topics were a little repetitive. Lessons 6 and 
7 could have been combined.  

I absolutely loved these lessons for this group. They enjoyed the topics and expressed this to me. They enjoyed 
doing a variety of things within the hour and a half such as games, pairing, and role playing.  

I have a very advanced English speaking class. Lesson topics worked well as starting points.  

My class is an advanced class and the students did well with the lesson material.  

 the make up of the students in my group which changed every week was fairly compatible with the level of the 
lessons. It was somewhat difficult to adapt the lessons to four students which was the average for this group. 
Both the students and the facilitator are used to a free discussion class and were constrained by following the set 
outline of the lessons which did not allow time for the usual vocabulary and grammar work and for personal 
discussion. 

The level of lessons for an advanced/intermediate group of students was easy and should have been geared 
more towards having a conversation.  
 
In particular, lessons on introduction and body language were not well planned for an advanced group. 
 
The lessons on shopping and food were good for discussion and had enough vocabulary words for the students 
to learn. 

Since all students were not at the same level for my group, some found it a bit more challenging. Over all, 
however students did participate enough. 
As the weeks past they gained more confidence in their english speaking skills. 

Overall, there were enough activities at all levels for each two-hour class. I think many of the activities would be 
too difficult for true beginners. At the other end, many of the activities were too easy for our advanced students. 
They requested that more critical thinking skills be used, so we modified as needed. For example, we had 
students create their own questions for reading selections, using the asking question format on HO #4 in lesson 
1. We actually used that HO a lot throughout all 8 weeks. 

Because the students were at different levels some concepts were a challenge although all of the topics were 
useful. 

It was easy to adapt the lessons to the level of the students. 

 The lessons were right on target. They were not too hard or too easy. The students were comfortable with the 
lessons and it started conversation and thinking.  

We adjusted the lessons as needed. 

Make it simple, but interesting to the goal(s) that the students are trying to obtain. 

I picked too challenging because I feel some of the lessons were easy enough, however, some of the students 
couldn't grasp the concept. 

I thought the lessons were suitable to the level of the students. They understood everything clearly 

The students were all at least intermediate, and the level of the lessons was perfect for them. As the weeks went 
on, they were more and more involved in the lessons, and had questions which brought us to even more in-depth 
conversations. 

 It varied based on the lesson. Some were definitely too challenging so we modified to still meet the goals. 

The first lesson (Getting To Know Each Other) was too basic for my learners. Although the second lesson 
(Conversations About Body Language) was not as basic, it covered little information that we hadn't previously 
discussed in our regular Conversation Group. The vernacular of the material provided for Lesson 7 - 
(Conversations about American Holidays) was too advanced and there was too much material for one lesson, 
especially when you consider the role of the tutor as facilitator and not teacher. The other topics/lessons were on 
par with our students/learners and the materials were helpful. 

I think that a brainstorming of vocabulary, review of vocabulary and introduction of new vocabulary (via 
chalkboard, worksheet, whatever) should be used at the beginning of each lesson. It is important to see what 
students already know, have them help teach each other by reviewing what the group knows and then introduce 
some new vocabulary as is necessary for the lesson. This brings everyone to a common understanding before 
attempting the activity. A lot of the activities required very advanced vocabulary which the students did not have. 

Some lessons were too difficult, but for the most part we were able to find activities that worked with the group.  

Students were at various levels, but for most of them, it was too basic. Some dropped out because it did not meet 
their needs 
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Comments about the lessons and handouts: 

The materials were clearly written and the handouts encouraged students to speak to the group and to each 
other much more than they had before we started this project. 
 
Some sections were stronger and more detailed than others but this worked out just fine. I spent more time with 
the first five units listed and had to reduce some of the time when selecting one holiday and mixing the recreation 
unit with the end of project party. 

Having the lessons and handouts greatly helped in presenting the topics, instead of having to do the research for 
topics on my own. 
 
The variety in the presentation of the materials - working with partners, working in groups, and working with the 
whole group,as well as using the handouts and the flip charts - made the lessons flow easily and enhanced the 
participation of the students.  

Found a some content a bit intense for conversation purposes 

I wasn't thrilled about the body language lesson. I think perhaps the handshake videos could be shown as part of 
lesson one, [the 'bad handshake' video drew quite a few laughs and ughs] 
The Food chapter ought to include things like restaurants (ordering, menus, etc. and bars and perhaps food 
shopping. 
The Health chapter should probably be 2 weeks and include Pharmacy role play; similar to the doctor's visit, 
The Holidays is overloaded with too much reading; while interesting, we decided not to use much of it and 
instead opted to use a large calendar and go through month by month to point out major holidays. 
Recreation could also focus on things like botanical gardens and museums in NJ and NY.  
Overall, the lessons had plenty of material to choose from and unfortunately we were not always able to cover 
everything (we know it wasn't meant to be that way; sometimes we just ran out of time) I think there is plenty of 
material to make it a 10 week course. 

I liked the topics of the lessons but I think some of them could have been combined as I stated above. There are 
other topics that might have been nice to cover, like music. The Body Language lesson could use more material 
or maybe just incorporated into other lessons.  

There was almost too much to cover in each lesson for the hour and a half but I would rather it this way than 
having had not enough. I was able to cover each topic though not in depth. 

Lesson ideas very helpful. Because my class is advanced, conversation expanded greatly on the topics.  
I used some handouts, but did not pair students. The class is 6--8 students, so we always worked as one group. 

The lessons and handouts varied by section. I found some sections to be very good (e.g. Section 1 on 
introductions) and other sections to be somewhat lacking (e.g. section 2 on body language)  

There is so much material that we were able to select the parts that made the most sense for our group. It was 
good to have this flexibility. 

the handouts were helpful to carry our the purpose of each lesson from the standpoint of the facilitator. I am less 
sure that they were fully appreciated by the students. 

The handouts in most lessons were a good starting point to lead each class. There should be more role playing 
activities and handouts. 

Due to time not all activity from the handouts could be finished during class. Those that were not, were given out 
as homework assignments. 

I love the binder. It is a wonderful resource that could be used throughout the year. The students loved many of 
the activities. However, tutors should be aware that there are far too many activities in each lesson to be used in 
a two hour class, as stated at the beginning of the binder. I think an inexperienced tutor might have difficulty 
sorting through all of the activities. There were enough activities to spend several classes on each topic, maybe 
even three or four. I'm definitely going to go back and revisit some of the topics in the future. 
We did not use any of the grammar "teaching" activities. I tend to teach grammar through mini-lessons generated 
by students' errors and/or requests. I also model and repeat correct usage. The idioms HO were great, but I 
probably would have only given four or five idioms each week.  

The reading handouts were too challenging for most but in general the handouts were excellent. The lessons 
themselves were excellent and provided the teachers with great information. 

There were some great ideas for questions and ways to get students to participate. I would like to include a 
Vocabulary take home sheet in every section.  
 
The exercise focusing on "very and too" was extremely relevant. It would be beneficial to identify more of the 
common word misusages (?) that English learners struggle with and develop exercise to teach correct usage. 

The lessons and handouts were vey informative. 

I would like to see some new lessons dealing with all races. 

Some of the lessons would repeat some of the cut out questions. 

The handouts were easy to follow for the students and tutors 

I used almost all of the handouts. In the later weeks, the students talked so much that we had left-over material. 
The handouts made my preparations easy, and we always had something to do. 
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Ch 1, Ground rules were great. Ch 3 lively conversation about American obesity. Ch 4 shopping- handout 1 was 
a little too upscale for our students in S Jersey. Would add Peebles & Boscov's to Dept stores, Acme & Aldi to 
supermarkets. Shopping idioms were very good. Handout 6 could be improved if shopper were used instead of 
Consumer. I brought coupons, some students didn't know how to use them.Ch 5 handout 2 over their heads, 
could use shortened version. Handout 6 very good. Ch 6 I added schools, music, religion to cultural adjustments. 
Ch 7 good. Ch 8 Where in NJ & NJ Fun Facts not applicable to this group, used alternate guessing game worked 
well. I used a printout of a local state park with handout 1 C worked well. I added a long list of other recreation as 
well. Thanks for all of your work on this. We really enjoyed it & I appreciated having a curriculum with handouts. 
Will continue to use material that we didn't get to during the 8 weeks! 

Most of the topics/lessons generated interest and conversation among the students/learners. However, we fell 
flat a couple of times as well. But for the most part, the students/learners conversed enthusiastically, most times 
still chatting as they left the classroom hours later. 
 
I found the handouts quite helpful. Each of my students have a folder with a collection of these materials to use at 
a future date. We will be using the handouts and other material for some time. 
 
The Additional Activities section with more exercises that may be used in the classroom is a treasure trove. 
Thank you... 

Students need to start where they are and move forward in their knowledge. My students were mostly beginners, 
and I found the level of handouts and lessons to be more advanced. 

Some lessons were better than others. We had a lot of fun with the body language and also with food. Shopping 
seemed to be of more interest to the ladies in the group.  
 
I found with the holidays, that there wasn't enough material to focus on the upcoming holiday (July 4th) but too 
much to include lessons for all holidays. We amended it to have an overall discussion of all holidays with 
comparisons to their countries.  
 
Health had much more than we could cover, but all good stuff. I thought they could use more practice with 911 
calls. (different scenarios and more practice clearly identifying themselves and their location.)  
 
The recreation section was a little too difficult for our rural area. We focused on leisure activities rather than 
specific points of interest.  
 
In general, our students seemed to enjoy the opportunity to talk about their own culture,so anytime we could 
incorporate that it was well received.  

 

Comments about the overall experience: 

Even though I had been on the team to develop the materials, I was surprised by how well the students 
responded to the units. We had serious discussions on topics related to health and culture, but also could 
encourage dialogue about lighter topics such as shopping, food, and recreation. 

I was very impressed with the students enthusiastic participation and interest in all of the activities of the topics 
presented. I learned a lot from them - about comparisons to situations in their native countries and their 
experiences in the U.S.A. 

Some location and attendance variations were less than expected 

It was fantastic for me ( and I think my co-facilitator Nancy enjoyed it immensely as well). We really had a good 
time and it was a lot of fun. All the students enjoyed it and were sad that it was ending. It was wonderful meeting 
lots of new people and I think they really enjoyed it and learned a lot. The casual atmosphere really helped the 
students to relax and 'open up'. Even the quiet ones were talking by the end of the course. 

We had a great time. I loved being a part of this and all of the students were so appreciative. We were all sad that 
it was ending. It was great to see some of them come out of their shells a little bit.  

I loved this experience!  

My class, consisting of Spanish, Korean and Chinese speakers formed a very cohesive group. They were very 
open and freely exchanged ideas and questions. The lesson topics are good starting points. 

After leading the discussion in the first section I had a different class member take the teacher role and lead the 
discussions in sections 2-8. This worked very well and the students really got into their teacher role using some 
material provided in the program book and self-preparing other material to work with. 

It was rewarding to work with the group and fun to see the interaction between the participants. The varying 
levels of attendance became challenging. We did have a period of time with fairly good attendance of 6-7 people 
and that seemed to be optimal. 

The first two lessons were not interesting and were far too long. They could be well combined into one 
introductory lesson. The emphasis in the holiday lesson on Auld lang syne seemed unnecessary. Unfortunately 
the section on Martin Luther King was not well received. The shopping and health lessons were effective. The 
culture lesson would have been better with a group larger than four for contrast. 
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I was co teaching this advanced class and I had a wonderful experience teaching this mini course. It was quite 
encouraging and satisfying to see the students coming back every week and participating in the conversation 
with full enthusiasm. 

As an assistant tutor for this program I found it to be exciting and motivating because it created an environment 
were peopled shared their life experiences through english conversation and not their native language. This 
meant leaving their comfort zones and accepting unfamiliar challenges. By doing this, today they are much more 
confident in themselves.  

I enjoyed piloting the program and I think it worked well. The students enjoyed and benefited from the activities. It 
would be a great starting point for someone new to leading conversation classes. Since I have facilitated a 
conversation class for a while, I found sticking to the program restricting at times... which is a statement about 
me, not the program. I wasn't as flexible as I would be normally, because we were trying to truly pilot the program 
and address each lesson. I do love the binder and all of the activities, and plan to revisit many of them in the 
future. 

Very enjoyable with positive feedback from the class 

I really enjoyed this mini-course but was a little disappointed in the attendance drop off at the end. A couple of 
our very enthusiastic students had personal issues come up and others were sporadic in their attendance. 

There was participation in every lesson. The students enjoyed each topic and were intrigued. They were eager to 
get the information and talk about it. Each student gained knowledge each week about every topic.  

Great enthusiastic people to work with. 

That fact that they REALLY WANT to learn and hope to speak and write English, gives them a sense of 
empowerment in their new country. 

Some of the information was to advanced for some of the students. The experience for me was good. The 
students seems to enjoy the lessons. I think the lessons should be made more simple. 

My overall experience was great. I had a great time discussing the topics with the students and had positive 
feedback from them. 

It was the best experience I have had in my five years as a tutor and tutor trainer. I felt as if we were building 
bridges in the community, since I had students from Iran, Egypt, China, Argentina, Brazil, Peru and El Salvador. 
They told me that they seldom spoke to persons from other countries in their daily lives, yet they were making 
friends in the group! At the end of our last week, I was elated with their progress and anxious to resume the 
group. 

Students tended to set their our agendas 

This experience challenged me to another method of tutoring, a bit different from what I'd known and performed. 
Thus, participating in this pilot enhanced my experience as a tutor by challenging me to facilitate. There are some 
things that must be taught before we can discuss, however, I have witnessed the effectiveness of using the 
facilitating approach (20%-tutor/80%learner) and I like the result. Also, I believe that I will get further utility in my 
tutoring/teaching experience from the methods introduced to me which I ultimately practiced while participating in 
this pilot program. 
 
My students/learners are more talkative now and I believe that this pilot program afforded them more opportunity 
to speak and they've garnered more confidence in doing so. 

I enjoyed teaching these students very much. 

All in all it was a positive experience. 

I was there as an assistant, and not the primary teacher. However, I did teach parts of a lesson from time to time. 
 
I enjoyed interacting with the students, and becoming acquainted with the lesson material. 

 

What was your favorite lesson or best moment? 

A new student in the group responded about her own path in cultural adjustment from her country to living in the 
United States. The previous lessons and the positive group atmosphere allowed her to feel comfortable in 
speaking about some difficulties in changing cultures. In some ways, the scaffolding of the lessons encouraged 
the students to speak, to feel comfortable, and to elicit a sense of "we are all in the same boat". 
 
Best moment: At times, I had to turn the lights on and off since the students were speaking so much to each 
other while they were participating in the many activities. It was necessary to do this since individual students 
from each group were then asked to speak to the larger group about what they had discussed.  

My favorite lesson was the one on the topic of "Shopping." All of the students expressed a great interest in this 
topic. Many of them shop online, and know how to save on their purchases. 
I was sorry to miss the class when "Body Language" was presented. When it was reviewed the week I returned, I 
could see how much fun it was. 
I enjoyed the party at the conclusion of the mini-course. The students brought in delicious foods, some that they 
make in their native countries. 

Conversation ideas list to use for practice 
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There are too many to mention. We had fun each and every night. The pizza party at he end was great. I noticed 
that the students tried to speak to each other in English even during the breaks, and that made me feel great. All 
the students were really appreciative of the class and our time and it was a real pleasure speaking with them and 
helping them learn a little more English and feel comfortable doing so.  

The dialogues during the Health lesson. Not only was it so helpful to the students, but it was a lot of fun.  
 
We also played charades, Simon Says and a game where everyone had to add a sentence to a story. These 
made everyone feel comfortable and it was fun. 

Best moments....you are a great teacher from a student,and a million thankyous from all each week! 
Favorite lessons were food and recreation. The students love to eat and all had plenty of info to share! 
Recreation was great as they all had different ways that they spend their free time to share. They also do not 
know their way around the state well and were interested in places, maps, brochures, etc to bring their families 
and friends. 

Favorite lesson was about American Customs and Cultural Adjustment. Students were very free about 
expressing their difficulties and surprises about living in a foreign country .Students were very comfortable 
expressing and sharing their anger, frustration and fears. It was a learning experience for me. 
My students are all women. The health unit brought out many questions and much discussion about care in the 
US. Our discussion would not have worked with a mixed sex group. 

Having the students lead the discussion worked well for them and got them to stretch out of their comfort zones. 
They were very receptive to this and all said that it was a positive experience. 

We 'played" restaurant and everyone had to place meal orders and respond to common server questions. We 
then had everyone pretend to go to the movies and purchase tickets and refreshments. We did this fairly early on 
in the pilot and the activity of this session seemed to loosen everyone up and make them less self-conscious. 

I am looking forward to the last lesson on recreation in NJ. We will have much to discuss if there is a good 
attendance. The class broke into groups to discuss shopping and did well in spontaneous interaction in that 
lesson as well as in the health section. 

The lessons on culture, food and recreation were my favorite because these topics brought lots of quick 
responses from students leading to insightful conversations.  

Body language, shopping, health and customs. For some reasons they all were very much into these topics than 
the others. I would say these were more important to them on a personal level. 

The students really enjoyed two of the activities in the very first lesson. They loved the conversation cards and 
the asking questions. We have used the asking questions repeatedly throughout the pilot program. Forming and 
using questions seems to be a challenging issue with the students in our group. We tried to incorporate that into 
other lessons in the program. We will definitely reuse the conversation cards, too. The activity generated a great 
discussion and we learned a lot about one another. 

The lesson in which there were only 5 students gave all the opportunity to speak and led to great exchanges. 

The body language and shopping lessons were fun and everyone was engaged. 

Favorite lesson was "Food" 

Every lesson was great and fun experience 

Having people talk about themselves. 

It was role playing and ABC's with words. 

Good & health 

The Lesson on food was hands down my favorite lesson. The conversation that stemmed from that lesson were 
the most interesting and informative. 

I think the customs and cultures, since they were so interested in hearing how things were done or celebrated in 
other countries. And how brides dressed for wedding, what other people did for fun in the evenings, and how 
persons living in very rural areas spent their time. 

Talking about cultural differences between US and their home-lands 

A few of them- very good conversation about healthcare in their countries compared to US. Lively conversation 
about American obesity compared to homeland. Still an eye-opener to hear a student comment that only rich 
people shop at Acme. 

I added a ninth week for review (and a celebration) of all the lessons/topics over the 8-wk period of conversation. 
To concretize what we learned over these weeks, the learners, in teams, made three large collages representing 
the topics we discussed. They in turn presented their collages to the class, describing each picture on the collage 
and the topic it represented contextually. This gave me clarity as to how much they understood and how they 
internalized the information presented.  

When one of my students crossed his arms at the beginning of the class and refused to participate. He glared at 
me with a "you're not going to teach me anything tonight" look. Within a few minutes, he was actively participating 
and excited about the learning. Aha! 

I think everyone enjoys talking about food, but we also had some good laughs learning what gestures mean what 
in different cultures.  

It was a few classes into the course when some of those reluctant to speak, became more confident and started 
contributing to the conversations. 
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What can we do to improve the mini-course? 

I had trouble sticking to the 8 week schedule. Some units were much longer than others and I really felt that the 
material in particular units should be given more time.  
 
We have decided to continue to use the materials that we couldn't cover in the eight weeks since so many are 
worthwhile. 

There was more than an ample amount of material to cover for each topic. 
 
It was good to be able to choose the parts of the topics that time allotted, which were suitable for the group.  
 
If possible, it would be great to have more mini-courses developed. 

As ongoing, add more segments - education, government, salon/barbershops, etc. 

Humm, that's a tough one. See previous comments on Holidays. This course could easily be expanded to 10 
weeks. Again, see previous comments on Health and Food. 
Overall, the course was excellent and should be repeated. 

Some of the handouts are too difficult in my opinion and they don't promote conversation. We made copies and 
handed them out but I'm not sure if they are necessary. I would love to see lessons about music (or the arts), 
family, and/or nature.  

I think it would be a little difficult for students who are not at the level that my students were...maybe add some 
adaptations for lower level students with a star. 

Include more topics for advanced students and students who have lived here for a number of years. 

Make the supporting exercises in each section more consistent in content as some sections are lacking in 
material to work with. 

Perhaps think of some way to get people to make a commitment to attend as often as possible. Maybe include 
that with the objectives to review at the first meeting. 

Some of the suggested activities are far too childlike for these adult students. There is too little opportunity for a 
facilitator with experience to add special material to the lessons because the suggested activities use up most of 
the class time. The probability of a changing weekly student group has not been addressed. Each week there 
may be a diverse group who are not familiar with previous lessons. Each lesson should be able to stand alone. 

The topics need to be re adjusted to some extent depending on the level of students. For example, there were 
lessons which seemed much more appropriate for someone teaching a beginner class. I also felt that the lessons 
and activities were less appropriate for conversations. 
 
For some lessons there was too much content to cover in just two hours especially when the main focus of the 
class is to encourage conversation among students. The activities should been designed in a way to encourage 
discussions between the students . 

The course is fine overall. I would suggest that you have one for various levels. Beginners, Intermediate and 
advanced. If not then maybe repeat the course with more emphasis on correcting grammar. 

The only suggestions I might add come from a student requests. First, we announced the topic of the week in 
advance. We had a student who requested this. She felt that she would have more confidence knowing what 
would be discussed in advance. 
The second request was to leave time at the beginning of the class for questions. Before going on to a new topic, 
we cleared up any questions from the prior class that students had. This might have been about vocabulary from 
a reading selection, something we had discussed, and/or any other concerns from the prior week's lesson. 

It would be helpful to add some simple grammar and allow for correction. 

I think a small/single grammatical point in each lesson would be appropriate. 

Continue to develop the program by developing additional lessons as well as providing training and tutor support. 

Develop a form and ask the students what they want to learn. 

Make the more practical. For every day situations. 

I feel that a lesson on filling out a job application would be a good idea, based off the fact that it was brought up 
in a lot of the classes. 

I don't think it needs to be improved. I am hoping you will do a spin-off with other subjects. My group was 
interested in travel, i.e., how to make travel plans, finding cheap accommodations, flights, etc. for vacations. 

Noted above. 

Creating lessons more germane to practical, everyday life issues, e.g., employment, family, housing, finance, and 
comportment in social situations, etc., would assist students/learners in incorporating English into their lives in a 
more personal, realistic and helpful way. Case studies and more role playing techniques would be helpful... 
 
Some lessons, e.g., Conversations about American Holidays, should've been a Part I & Part II lesson. The more 
comprehensive the topic, as it was here, the more it calls for a Part I& II or A&B lesson format... 
 
It was unrealistic to expect it to be facilitated when the groundwork for the lesson itself was just being introduced, 
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especially with such an enormity of materials. Before the class can converse about a topic they must first have an 
understanding of it. In this lesson in particular, even the vernacular (definitions) was a challenge to an English 
learner. So, without basic understanding, how could we expect the learners to discuss it? 

stated above 

Make the lessons more consistent as to difficulty. I'm sure the more difficult activities were appropriate for other 
groups, but ours couldn't handle them. I couldn't imagine my group doing some of the readings so we skipped 
them. I was afraid they would take up half the class time to get through. In some lessons, that was a large chunk 
of lesson, so we had to find other things to fill out the time.  

Pretesting may help to group the learners according to their ability to speak/understand English. 
While it is helpful to have more advanced students helping the novices, it appeared quite frustrating to the new 
learners. 

 

Other Comments: 

Great project! The students have benefited from so many diverse materials that encouraged them to do more 
talking and to gain more confidence in their ability to speak English. The tutors also benefited too since they had 
creative and well thought out lessons that covered important topics. Some of these topics and activities were 
different enough to show the tutors other ways to organize the group lessons and to encourage the students to 
literally "Talk Up a Storm"! 

Thank you to the tutors who wrote the lessons in the mini-course. I appreciate the hard work, many hours, and 
effort they put into developing the topics.  

Appreciated that group conversations offered a great way to practice English and understand more language use 
in everyday life and idioms. 

Great course. Very well laid out. I would happily do it again if time permits. Kudos to those who developed it. The 
students loved it! 

I really enjoyed facilitating this pilot. I definitely think it needs to be run again. The students were so disappointed 
that it was ending.  
 
It was so nice to share a cup of coffee with people and get to know them. 

Everyone who took part in putting this together should be commended! 
From the training to the actual book itself...I was very pleased. 
Thank you for this opportunity. 

I hope to have the opportunity to use this handbook with other groups. I'm sure it would be different with less 
advanced students and perhaps handouts would be more useful than with my group. 
 
But, my experience is very positive. 
 
Thank you. 

We started our pilot a few weeks before receiving the material, but seemed to be on target with the subjects we 
selected. As a result we did not use as many of the materials provided as we could if the timing had been 
different. 

If a totally new group of students begin these lessons and continue with them, the program would be more 
successful. But taking an established set of students and imposing these lessons on them has created distinct 
problems. My students have been coming to classes in some instances for as long as five years and are used to 
the format usually followed. It has been difficult to maintain their interest in these regulated lessons instead of 
their informal discussions. 

It would be a good idea to have two different sets of lesson plans, one for the beginner class and another for the 
intermediate/advanced group. I think some modifications in the lesson plans will make them a great tool for 
teachers, especially for the first timers. 
 
The students liked learning Idioms but should not have been more than 5-6 idioms in one class.  
 
The students liked the lessons with role playing handouts and felt that was useful for them. 
 
They enjoyed the lessons and activities that lead to discussions and longer conversations.  
 
The students were quite open in telling us that they would have liked having more opportunities and time to 
speak and ask questions during the class.  
 
Some of the reading passages felt extremely long and difficult to understand in the time allotted for one class 
because of the difficult vocabulary words. 

Thanks for the great binder and for the opportunity to participate in the pilot program! 

This was a great experience. The class was very well regarded by the Headstart program who hosted us. We 
have students who want to continue on through the summer and who want to come back in the fall. So, I think it 
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was a hit! 

I think that the conversation group is a great idea. it has not only helped the students with their English but they 
made new friends that they could practice with. 

Finding a way to even out abilities by combining groups and breaking up by ability? 

I appreciate the opportunity that this pilot program provided for me to learn (along with my learners) about how to 
best convey English to them. That is indeed the bottom line. Thank You... 

Thank you for this opportunity. 

The picture dictionaries and conversation cards came in handy and we will continue using them.  

The material was well organized and easy to use. 

 


