
Tutor Talk 

 JANUARY  2018 

WELCOME TO YOUR JANUARY EDITION OF TUTOR TALK 

SPARTA LIBRARY GRANT CLASSES 

The Sparta Library Grant classes are happening now! Please try to get your student 
involved in one or more of these classes: 

General Conversation: Mondays 5:30-8:00PM. This session begins on February 5th, ends 
May 21st. 

Drop-In Computer Lab: Thursdays 11:30AM-1:30PM. Any type of computer help is 
available at this time. 

ESL for College: Saturdays 9:30AM-12:00PM.  Advanced ESL students will learn the 
English needed for college preparation, math and writing essays. 
 
ESL for Careers: Thursdays 5:30-8:00PM.  For advanced ESL students to advance in 
their careers. Lessons will include units on job applications, resumes, cover letters, 
interviewing, volunteering, writing, small talk, and other skills which will promote confidence 
and success at work.   
 
Contact Mary at the office, 973-300-9444, for more information. 

Literacy New Jersey’s Annual “Literacy for Life” Professional 
Development Conference 

Saturday, April 21, 2018, 9:00AM—4:00PM 

The College of New Jersey 

Brower Student Center 

Ewing, NJ 

 

For more info: https://literacynj.org/news/save-date-2018-literacy-life-conference 

 

21 

FROM THE DESK OF OUR COO 
 
This edition of Tutor Talk includes a letter from the COO of Literacy NJ, Jessica Tomkins, in 

which she discusses the advantage of more intensive instruction for our students.  When we 

provide more opportunities for intensive instruction, we can best deliver on our commitment to 

helping our students to make progress toward their goals. Jessica urges us to advise our 

students to attend the various classes offered by the Sussex County Programs.  
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Do you know anyone who would like to become a Literacy NJ volunteer tutor?  Please spread the word—
LNJ Sussex County Programs will offer training for new tutors, concentrating on English as a Second 
Language (ESL).  The Spring 2018 session is conveniently offered as online study supported by three in-
person classes.  The meetings will be held at the Fredon Municipal building from 10:00AM—1:00PM on 
3/6, 3/20 and 4/10.  For more information, please email training@literacynj.org or contact Mary Scuralli, 
973-300-9444, or mscuralli@literacynj.org 

SCRABBLE SCRIMMAGE 

HOT CHOCOLATE SOCIAL 

SPRING TRAINING 

The Institute of Spiritual Development is again hosting a 
Scrabble Scrimmage with Sussex County Programs as the 
recipient of the proceeds.  The date is Sunday, February 
11th (snow date February 25th) from 2:00-4:00PM.  There 
will be door prizes as well as prizes for the top three 
scores. Come join the fun of playing the game where every 
letter counts, support literacy, and enjoy a Hot Chocolate 
theme!   

Tutor Talk—the most recent Tutor Talk is now available on www.LiteracyNJ.org, Sussex County link. 

Help Wanted! Are you interested in learning what the Sussex-Warren board does? Would you like to work 

with us in 2018? If so, please contact Carol Wilson at 973-534-3346 or cwilson@literacynj.org. 

Thank you— to Kathy Davis for volunteering to be our Liaison to the Council of Service Agencies (CSA).  The 

Sussex County Council of Service Agencies is a non-profit organization that fosters networking and collaboration 
among local government and non-profit agencies. CSA members meet monthly to share information about local 
human service needs and available resources to assist Sussex County residents. 

Pronunciation Inservice— Planning is underway for an evening class the week of 4/22/2018 in Sparta and a 

class on Saturday 4/28 in the Presbyterian Church in Newton.  Look for a flyer with final dates and times in the next 
few weeks. 

Continuing Education— Attached to the January 2018 Tutor Talk are two documents providing valuable 

information for tutors:  

 Teaching Idioms submitted by Karen McGregor—Idioms are defined and several approaches for teaching are 
given; 

 Suggested Videos for Tutor Training submitted by Bill Stark—Valuable YouTube training videos for tutors. 

AND... 



 

FROM THE DESK OF OUR COO, JESSICA TOMKINS 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

In the past few years, there has been a shift happening in volunteer-based programs towards more intensive 

instruction for our students. Research has shown that it takes at least 100 hours of instruction for a student to 

make a grade level increase.  When we allow students to reach that benchmark in a shorter amount of time, 

we increase the number of students who will make progress before leaving the program. Funders of adult 

literacy programs have also recognized the need for increased intensity of instruction and have required us to 

provide more opportunities for our students and to be able to demonstrate their success in a shorter amount 

of time. This requirement dovetails well with our commitment to helping students achieve their goals.  

Programs throughout the state have addressed this need in different ways. Some have assigned two tutors to 

the same student, have added phone or Skype tutoring sessions to supplement weekly meetings, or are 

using software to add hours through computer-based instruction. Most commonly, programs have added 

group instruction on special topics that students can attend in addition to their regular tutoring hours. In 

Sussex County, we are holding small classes at the Sparta Library, including ESL Conversation Groups, drop

-in computer lab sessions, and English for College and Careers. Across the state, this type of additional 

programming has resulted in a steady increase in student hours and a greater number of student goals 

achieved each year.  

If it’s possible for any of your students to attend the new groups in Sparta, I hope you will encourage them to 

sign up. Thank you for your help and thank you for all that you do! 

 

Jessica Tomkins, COO 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TEACHING IDIOMS - submitted by Karen McGregor 

 

An idiom is a group of words that mean something different from what the individual words 

might mean or suggest.  Students frequently hear idioms and ask tutors for explanations.  

Idioms, like vocabulary, should always be taught in context.  Try to learn about, and recreate 

the context in which the student heard the idiom - at work, at home?  When presenting an 

idiom to your student, create a familiar context.  Here are several approaches: 

 

1. Give an explanation, rephrase and/or use descriptive words or synonyms.  (e.g., That 
car is a real lemon.  Bad, not good, a problem) 

2. Prepare a contextual story, conversation or role play so the meaning and use of the 
idiom can be derived.  Act it out or record using different voices. 

3. When working with a student in a certain subject area take the opportunity to present 
some of the figurative language / idioms that might be used or heard in those 
situations. 

4. Use illustrations or pictures that provide situations where the idiom could be used. 
5. The meaning of many idioms can be found in dictionaries for English Language 

Learners.  Idioms are marked as slang, informal speech or with a similar label.  Guide 
students to look up the key word such as in “head over heels”, they can look up the 
definitions of head and heels to get an explanation.   

 

Remember - presenting the meaning of an idiom only once “just won’t cut it”.  For students to 

“own it”, the idiom must be used MANY times. 

 



SUGGESTED VIDEOS FOR TUTOR TRAINING - submitted by Bill Stark 

 

The videos listed below are examples of sessions with tutors and students.  You can find all of them on 

YouTube.  To view these videos go to www.youtube.com and search for these titles.  In most cases, the file 

names are standalone (ex. Spotlight On: Total Physical Response) and can be accessed from the main Search 

bar within YouTube.  However, some of the videos can only be accessed within a group, an example of which 

is ESL Literacy.  In that case, you can search for the group name (ex. ESL Literacy) and then access the video 

by name within the group (ex. ESL Literacy  Total Physical Response).  

Total Physical Response (TPR) 

Spotlight On: Total Physical Response 
ESL Literacy  Total Physical Response 

Experience Story 

Literacy DuPage – this is a group of 21 videos but the individual files may be accessed via the main YouTube 

Search bar: 

Basic Reading and Writing Techniques – Part 1: Alphabet Study 

Basic Reading and Writing Techniques – Part 2: Word Study 

 ESL 1 Experience Story 

 ESL 2 Experience Story 

 Sight Words from Family Photos 

Tutoring Techniques demo Sight Word Multisensory Techniques 

Also from Literacy DuPage: 

Practice with Picture Cards Part 1 

Practice with Picture Cards Part 2 

First Meeting – ESL 1 Learner 

First Meeting – ESL 2 Learner 

 

Drilling New Language 

Good Things Foundation – this is a group of 411 videos, however the individual files may be accessed from 

the main YouTube Search bar. 

Drilling New Language 

The Teachers' Room: Drilling Techniques 

5 Successful ESL Speaking Activities 

 

First ESL Tutoring Session part 1 of 2 

First ESL Tutoring Session part 2 of 2 

Role Play: Doctor Call 

 


